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Phrase by Paul Dorey, from Caen,
speaking in the name of Normandy
« Pain crushed me, fraternity put me
back up, a river of freedom gushed
from my wound ».

Non-Violence
is a sculpture made by the Swedish
Carl Fredrik Reuterswärd. One of the
copies of this piece was installed on the
forecourt of the UN headquarters in
New York.
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to defeat
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Question you will have
to answer in the museum

?

Look at the photos on the walls, and indicate how the « Phoney War » is presented.

THE DEFEAT OF FRANCE

?

3rd September
France and Great Britain
declare war on Germany.
September

1939
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Question which can be
answered later, in your class
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SUMMARY

In the United Kingdom:
The Battle of Britain
PAGE 9

On 1st September 1939, the attack on Poland by Germany
causes France and the United Kingdom to join the war. The war
is then declared but there are almost no ﬁghts on the Western
part of Europe. It is the “Phoney War”. It lasts for 8 months, from
September 1939 to May 1940.
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Stones
and messages
given by various
countries when
the Mémorial
opened in 1988.

A notepad to give you more details

EN

Fault symbolising
the breach opened by
the Allies during D-day.

IN FRANCE:
FROM « PHONEY WAR »
TO DEFEAT

A photo of the room where you have to go

IM

Building in the shape of a limestone rock
broken in two, symbolising the damage
suffered by the city of Caen.

IM

Flags of countries that fought during
the Battle of Normandy.
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> 1939 - 1940

© BArch, Bild 146-1971-083-01 / Photo : Tritschler

The museum was opened in 1988, and offers a journey through the History of the twentieth century,
from the end of the First World War until the fall of the Berlin wall.

On each page
of this booklet, you will find:
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1941

World War
Total War
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From persecution
to extermination
PAGE 16

From
European War
to World War
PAGE 14

Total War,
and societies
at the hands of war
PAGE 18
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Describe this photograph:
Where does the scene take place?
What is this woman running away from?
What is the meaning of this photograph?

10th May
King George VI calls Winston Churchill in to form a new government.
May

June

1940
10th May
The German army invades France.
The Battle of France will last for ﬁve weeks.

1940
End of May
The ally forces are forced into withdrawal to the north of France,
and end up trapped in Dunkerque. 25.000 men manage to board
towards Great Britain. Churchill says “We shall be back!”

Back in class: using what you have seen in the museum,
try and draw a press illustration too, which theme is the Battle of Britain.

1944
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Reconquest and liberation
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The Cold War (1946-1991)
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The final toll and the aftermath of war
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The times, the places, the men
of the Cold War
PAGE 26

D-Day and the Battle of Normandy
PAGE 22
The D-Day objects
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16th June Marshal
Pétain is called to power.
17th June Pétain announces
he will call for an armistice.

Berlin at the heart
of the Cold War
PAGE 28

The sites of D-Day and
the Battle of Normandy
PAGE 30
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> 1918 - 1939

THE FAILURE OF PEACE (1918 -1939)
You are entering a spiral that leads visitors towards the
war. As peace is threatened, the wall becomes darker
and rougher.

From 1922, Mussolini is in power in Italy.
He quickly establishes a dictatorship as
well as a totalitarian political regime called
Fascism.

In 1919, the victorious allies (France, Great Britain,
USA and Italy) signed a peace treaty that imposed
serious sanctions on Germany: loss of territory,
shrinking of the army, payment of war damages.

1919

the Second World War.
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Beginning of

1929

An economical crisis leads to
unemployment, extreme poverty
and sometimes violence. It weakens
European countries, and more particularly Germany where the Nazi Party
exploits the population’s despair.

On 11th November 1918, the war
is over. The toll is terrible: 10 million
people died, and 21 million were
injured or had disappeared.

1939

After Lenine’s death in 1924, Stalin establishes
himself as his successor and later, in 1927, as
the only leader of the USSR. A totalitarian state
is quickly established too.

Notepad
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1922

1927

What is the name of that treaty?
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Beginning of the spiral

Appointed as Chancellor in March 1933, Hitler imposes
his dictatorship on Germany. The Third Reich replaces the
Republic of Weimar. In April, Hitler gets full powers and, as
early as 1934, combines the post of Chancellor with that of
Head of State. He becomes the Reichsführer.

Have a look at these photos and name the different elements that show Hitler’s will for domination and the indoctrination of society.
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HITLER’S TERRITORIAL CO NQUESTS

EN

At the head of the Nazi Party, Hitler tries to unite the dissatisfied:
the victims of the economical crisis, the anticommunists, and all
the Germans feeling humiliated by the Treaty of Versailles. He also
dreams of a “Great Reich” and goes into territorial conquests.
Here are the different steps.

15 th March 1939

Bohemia and Moravia are occupied
by German troops.

Go down the spiral following the chronological banner.
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The Germano-Soviet Pact
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and the Soviet
On 23rd August, 1939, Germany
ssion. This treaty
Union sign a pact of non-aggre
en Germany
is broken on 22nd June, 1941, wh
invades the USSR.
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1st November 1936

EC

Hitler re-militarises Rhineland.

Austria is annexed by Germany,

SP

7 th March 1936

1938

IM

Complete the texts of the following chronology using
help from the banner that goes along the route.
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> 1936 - 1939

Proclamation of the Rome-Berlin Axis.

29 th - 30 th September 1938

23 rd August 1939

Signature of 				
by Ribbentrop and Molotov,
in front of Stalin.
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